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CWD Update 122  
December 16, 2018 

 

 

State and Provincial Updates: 

 

Tennessee 

 

The following press release was issued by the Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency on 

December 14, 2018 (https://www.tn.gov/twra/news/2018/12/14/tennessee-preliminarily-detects-

chronic-wasting-disease--enacts-cwd-response-plan.html): 

 

Tennessee Preliminarily Detects Chronic Wasting Disease; Enacts CWD Response Plan 

 

NASHVILLE --- The Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency (TWRA) is enacting the Chronic 

Wasting Disease (CWD) Response plan, following a preliminary positive detection of CWD in 

white-tailed deer in Hardeman and Fayette counties. The response plan involves a coordinated 

effort between TWRA, Tennessee Department of Agriculture, and other partners. 

 

Seven deer in Fayette County and three in Hardeman County have preliminarily tested positive 

for CWD.  Additional samples are being tested and the TWRA is actively trying to contact the 

hunters who harvested these deer. 

 

“Once arrangements are made, TWRA will be encouraging hunters harvesting deer in these areas 

to submit their deer for testing,” said Chuck Yoest, TWRA CWD Coordinator. 

 

“Hunters are our biggest ally in managing chronic wasting disease in Tennessee if it is confirmed 

here,” said Dr. Dan Grove, Wildlife Veterinarian, University of Tennessee Extension. “Besides 

submitting deer from the to-be-defined CWD Zone, the most important thing everyone needs to 

do is follow the regulations for moving harvested deer. 

(https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/twra/hunting/cwd.html/#law). 

 

Although CWD has no known risk to the health of humans or livestock, it is a contagious and 

deadly neurological disorder that affects members of the deer family. It is transmitted through 

animal-to-animal contact, animal contact with a contaminated environment, and with 

contaminated feed or water sources. It is the most significant threat to the deer population 

nationwide, as it is 100 percent fatal to deer and elk. Wildlife agencies across the country are 

working to inform the public about CWD, its deadly results and possible impacts to 

economies. Currently, 25 states and three Canadian provinces have documented CWD. Last 

week, Mississippi announced a preliminary CWD positive hunter-harvested deer in Marshall 

County which became the closest to Tennessee and the fourth overall this year in Mississippi. 

Other confirmed cases have previously been made in the border states of Arkansas, Missouri, 

and Virginia. 

 

https://www.tn.gov/twra/news/2018/12/14/tennessee-preliminarily-detects-chronic-wasting-disease--enacts-cwd-response-plan.html
https://www.tn.gov/twra/news/2018/12/14/tennessee-preliminarily-detects-chronic-wasting-disease--enacts-cwd-response-plan.html
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/twra/hunting/cwd.html/#law
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More information about CWD, including cervid import restrictions, and videos that explain how 

to properly dress an animal before transporting it, can be found on TWRA’s website at 

www.tnwildlife.org. (https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/twra/hunting/cwd.html/) 

 

Montana 

 

The following press release was issued by Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks on December 14, 

2018 (http://fwp.mt.gov/news/newsReleases/hunting/nr_2875.html): 

 

Four more deer test positive for CWD bringing total for 2018 to 26 

 

Test results from the final CWD surveillance samples sent after the close of Montana’s general 

hunting season showed four more deer along the Hi-Line to be positive for chronic wasting 

disease. 

 

The four deer included a mule deer buck from Hill County and a white-tailed buck from Phillips 

County. Both deer were taken in areas with previous detections. 

 

Additionally, two mule deer bucks from Sheridan County also tested positive. These are the first 

from Sheridan County. 

 

This brings the total number of positive animals found in this year’s surveillance to 26 deer – 

five from the CWD-positive area south of Billings and 21 from along the Hi-Line. 

In the coming weeks, FWP officials will look back at this year’s surveillance effort along the 

northern part of the state and determine the next steps forward in addressing CWD, including any 

management actions. CWD surveillance efforts will continue next year in portions of southeast 

Montana in FWP Region 7. 

 

For more information on CWD in Montana, go online to fwp.mt.gov/CWD. 

 

Hunters should properly dispose of carcasses. Once an animal with CWD dies, any part of the 

carcass can transmit the disease for at least two years. Safely disposing of all animal parts in 

solid waste landfills will help prevent the transmission of CWD. 

 

The following press release was issued by Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks on December 10, 

2018 (http://fwp.mt.gov/news/newsReleases/hunting/nr_2873.html): 

 

Nine more deer found suspect for CWD: 3 south of Billings, 6 on the Hi-Line 

 

Test results from CWD surveillance samples taken during the last week of Montana’s general 

hunting season showed nine more deer to be suspect of chronic wasting disease. 

 

South of Billings in Carbon County, two mule deer — a buck and a doe — and a white-tailed 

buck from CWD-positive areas showed suspect for the disease. 

 

http://www.tnwildlife.org/
https://www.tn.gov/content/tn/twra/hunting/cwd.html/
http://fwp.mt.gov/news/newsReleases/hunting/nr_2875.html
http://fwp.mt.gov/fishAndWildlife/diseasesAndResearch/diseases/chronicWastingDisease/management.html
http://fwp.mt.gov/news/newsReleases/hunting/nr_2873.html
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Along the Hi-Line, three mule deer from CWD-positive areas in Blaine County and two mule 

deer bucks from the CWD-positive area in Valley County all returned as suspect for the disease. 

A mule deer buck from Phillips County, outside a CWD positive area, was also discovered to be 

suspect for the disease. 

 

This brings the total suspect of positive animals found in this year’s surveillance efforts to 22 

deer – five from the CWD positive area south of Billings and 17 from along the Hi-Line. 

 

In the coming weeks, FWP officials will look back at this year’s surveillance effort along the 

northern part of the state and determine the next steps forward in addressing CWD, including any 

management actions. CWD surveillance efforts will continue next year to include portions of the 

southeast corner of the state. 

 

For more information on CWD in Montana, go online to fwp.mt.gov/CWD. 

 

Hunters should properly dispose of carcasses. Once an animal with CWD dies, any part of the 

carcass can transmit the disease for at least two years. Safely disposing of all animal parts in 

solid waste landfills will help prevent the transmission of CWD. 

 

The following press release was issued by Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks on December 3, 2018 

(http://fwp.mt.gov/news/newsReleases/hunting/nr_2872.html): 

 

Seven more deer found suspect for CWD along the Hi-Line 

 

Seven mule deer bucks were found to be suspect of chronic wasting disease in the last week. 

 

Four were harvested in CWD-positive areas in Blaine and Carbon counties. Three were 

harvested in new areas in Valley and Daniels counties. In Valley County, a positive deer was 

harvested about 18 miles west of Opheim. In Daniels County, a positive deer was harvested 15 

miles northwest of Scobey near the Canadian border, and another just inside the Fort Peck 

Reservation about 15 miles southwest of Scobey. 

 

In addition, a mule deer buck was confirmed positive in Hill County. As a result, Hill County, 

north of U.S. Highway 2 is now a CWD positive area. 

 

FWP conducted CWD surveillance across the Hi-Line during the general big game season, 

which ended Nov. 25. Samples from the surveillance efforts are coming in weekly, with a new 

batch of results expected the middle of next week. Once the majority of CWD sample results are 

collected, FWP officials will determine next steps, which may include expanding current CWD 

positive areas and expanding CWD transportation restriction zones. 

 

For more information on CWD in Montana, go online to fwp.mt.gov/CWD. 

 

The following press release was issued by Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks on November 16, 

2018 (http://fwp.mt.gov/news/newsReleases/hunting/nr_2856.html): 

 

http://fwp.mt.gov/fishAndWildlife/diseasesAndResearch/diseases/chronicWastingDisease/management.html
http://fwp.mt.gov/news/newsReleases/hunting/nr_2872.html
http://fwp.mt.gov/fishAndWildlife/diseasesAndResearch/diseases/chronicWastingDisease/management.html
http://fwp.mt.gov/news/newsReleases/hunting/nr_2856.html
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Deer in Blaine County test positive for CWD 

 

Test results from three deer harvested in Blaine County have tested positive for chronic wasting 

disease. 

 

The deer were harvested within the 2018 priority surveillance area, which includes the northern 

half of Blaine County. 

 

As a result, the northern part of Blaine County — north of U.S. Highway 2 — has been 

designated a CWD-positive area. A previously existing CWD-positive area includes all of 

Liberty County. 

 

FWP has notified the hunters who submitted the samples. 

 

To prevent the spread of CWD to other portions of Montana, the brain and spinal column of 

deer, elk or moose harvested within either CWD-positive area cannot be transported outside of 

the associated transport restriction zone, or TRZ, which includes Toole, Liberty and Hill 

counties, and with this latest detection has been expanded to include Blaine and Phillips counties.  

Hunters are reminded not to leave this expanded TRZ with whole deer, elk or moose carcasses 

from either CWD-positive area but should consider processing the animal within the TRZ or 

only removing quarters and deboned meat with no spinal column or head attached. 

 

Hunters also need to be aware that because of this new detection of CWD, FWP is relying on 

collecting more samples from the area to determine disease prevalence among the deer 

population and its potential distribution. This information is critical for FWP in developing a 

plan for managing the disease. 

 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recommends that hunters who harvest deer, elk 

and moose in CWD-positive areas have the meat tested before consumption. Although there is 

no known transmission of CWD to humans, the World Health Organization and the CDC 

recommend not consuming meat from an animal known to be infected with CWD. 

 

FWP would like hunters who harvest deer, elk or moose within the priority surveillance area, 

which includes the Hi-Line from the Blackfeet Reservation to the North Dakota border and HDs 

210, 212 and 217 in western Montana, to submit the animals for CWD testing. This can be done 

by visiting surveillance area check stations, which are open on weekends, or by contacting or 

visiting the FWP regional office in Great Falls at 406-454-5840, Glasgow at 406-228-3700, 

Havre at 406-265-6177, Missoula at 406-542-5500, or Billings at 406-247-2940 during the week. 

 

As a reminder, the head of the animal is needed for testing. The standard test is to look at an 

animal’s retropharyngeal lymph nodes or brainstem for evidence of CWD. 

 

Check station locations that will sample for CWD: 

• Glasgow 

• Malta 

• Hunters can also bring animals into the Havre and Glasgow offices during the week 
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• Laurel 

• Chester 

• Shelby 

• Great Falls office during the week 

• South of Hall 

• South of Phillipsburg 

 

The following press release was issued by Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks on November 8, 2018 

(http://fwp.mt.gov/news/newsReleases/hunting/nr_2852.html): 

 

Testing confirms chronic wasting disease in deer harvested in Liberty and Carbon counties 

 

Second tests on tissue samples from a white-tailed buck harvested in southern Liberty County 

and a mule deer doe harvested within the CWD-positive area in Carbon County came back 

positive for chronic wasting disease. The lab at Colorado State University confirmed the tests. 

 

The whitetail in Liberty County was harvested in hunting district 400, but outside both the 

current CWD-positive area and the 2018 priority surveillance area, which includes the northern 

half of Liberty County. As a result, FWP expanded the CWD-positive area to include all of 

Liberty County. All of HD 400 is now included in the 2018 CWD surveillance effort. 

 

The suspect deer in HD 575 was harvested northeast of Joliet in a current CWD-positive area, 

which encompasses Carbon County, east of U.S. Highway 212 and the Roberts-Cooney Road. 

 

Information for hunters 

 

With FWP establishing all of Liberty County as a CWD positive area, hunters who harvest deer, 

elk or moose within the county must adhere to the established Transport Restriction Zone (TRZ) 

rules, which means hunters cannot move brain or spinal column tissue outside of the TRZ. 

Hunters harvesting a deer within the expanded Liberty County positive area are also encouraged 

to have their animals tested prior to consuming the meat. 

 

The TRZ for the Liberty County CWD positive area is all of Liberty, Hill and Toole Counties. 

 

Hunters also need to be aware that by expanding the priority surveillance efforts to include all of 

HD 400, FWP is relying on collecting more samples from the area to determine CWD prevalence 

among the deer population and potential distribution of the disease. This information is critical 

for FWP in developing a plan for managing the disease. 

 

HD 400 and neighboring HD 401 are unique in that they both have three-week deer seasons as 

opposed to the standard five-week season typical in the state. 

 

FWP would like hunters who harvest deer, elk or moose within the priority surveillance area, 

which includes the Hi-Line from the Blackfeet Reservation to the North Dakota border and HDs 

210, 212 and 217 in western Montana, to submit the animals for CWD testing. This can be done 

by visiting surveillance area check stations, which are open on weekends, or by contacting or 

http://fwp.mt.gov/news/newsReleases/hunting/nr_2852.html
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visiting the FWP regional office in Great Falls at 406-454-5840, Glasgow at 406-228-3700, 

Havre at 406-265-6177, Missoula at 406-542-5500, or Billings at 406-247-2940 during the week. 

 

Check station locations that will sample for CWD: 

• Scobey (first half of season) 

• Glasgow (second half of season) 

• 223 at the Teton River (Nov. 3, 7 and 11) 

• Malta  

o Hunters can also bring animals into the Havre and Glasgow offices during the 

week 

• Laurel 

• Chester 

• Shelby 

• Great Falls office during the week 

• South of Hall 

• South of Phillipsburg 

 

There currently is no convincing evidence that the agent of CWD affects humans. However, 

public health officials recommend that human exposure to the CWD agent be avoided as they 

continue to evaluate any potential risk. Research indicates that it is unlikely that direct 

transmission of CWD from infected animals to humans occurs. However, the similarities 

between CWD, mad cow disease, and Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease are cause for concern, and 

appropriate precautions should be taken with harvested animals. Hunters should not harvest 

animals that appear sick, nor should they eat meat from suspect animals. 

 

Animals that are suspected of having CWD should not be eaten. If you harvest an animal and are 

unsure whether it is safe to eat, contact your local FWP staff for guidance soon after the animal 

is harvested. 

 

Wisconsin 

 

The following press release was issued by the Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and 

Consumer Protection on December 10, 2018 

(https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WIDATCP/bulletins/2217b0c): 

 

DATCP Confirms Chronic Wasting Disease at Depopulated Washington County Deer 

Farm 

 

MADISON – Based on test results from the National Veterinary Services Laboratory, the 

Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection (DATCP) confirms that 

11 additional animals from a deer farm in Washington County tested positive for chronic wasting 

disease (CWD). On November 15, a team comprised of DATCP and U.S. Department of 

Agriculture-Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service staff coordinated the humane 

depopulation of the farm’s remaining whitetail deer and elk. 

 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WIDATCP/bulletins/2217b0c
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Since the farm’s quarantine in March, CWD testing was completed for 44 white-tailed deer and 

16 elk. The deer farm owner will receive a state indemnity payment after verification of 

completing cleaning and disinfecting requirements. State law provides for the authority for an 

indemnity payment to a livestock owner for animals condemned due to a contagious or infectious 

disease. 

 

CWD is a fatal disease of deer, elk, and moose caused by an infectious protein called a prion that 

affects the animal’s brain. Testing for CWD can only be performed after the animal’s death. For 

more information about CWD visit DATCP’s website. DATCP regulates deer farms for 

registration, recordkeeping, disease testing, movement, and permit requirements. To learn more 

about deer farm regulations in Wisconsin, visit DATCP’s farm-raised deer program. The 

Department of Natural Resources also provides resources for CWD and monitors the state’s wild 

white-tailed deer for CWD. 

 

The following press release was issued by the Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade and 

Consumer Protection on November 15, 2018 

(https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WIDATCP/bulletins/21bcd4f): 

 

DATCP Confirms CWD-Positive Deer in Portage County 

 

MADISON – Based on test results from the National Veterinary Services Laboratory, the 

Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection (DATCP) confirms that a white-

tailed deer harvested from a 220-acre Portage County hunt ranch has tested positive for chronic 

wasting disease (CWD). The hunt ranch had purchased the three-year-old buck from a Portage 

County breeding farm. DATCP has quarantined both the breeding farm and the hunt ranch. A 

quarantine means no animals may move in or out of the farm and further restricts movement of 

carcasses. 

 

According to the most recent owner registration, the 11-acre breeding farm has 42 whitetail deer, 

is double-fenced, and is enrolled in the CWD Herd Status Program. More information about 

CWD testing requirements for farms enrolled in this program can be found on the DATCP 

website. DATCP’s Division of Animal Health will investigate the animal’s history and trace 

movements of deer onto and off the breeding farm to determine whether other herds may have 

been exposed to the CWD-positive deer.  

 

The hunt ranch has 156 deer and elk and will have additional testing requirements to better 

monitor and analyze the spread of the disease.  

 

CWD is a fatal, neurological disease of deer, elk, and moose caused by an infectious protein 

called a prion that affects the animal’s brain. Testing for CWD can only be performed after the 

deer’s death. For more information about CWD visit DATCP’s website. DATCP regulates deer 

farms for registration, recordkeeping, disease testing, movement, and permit requirements. To 

learn more about deer farm regulations in Wisconsin, visit DATCP’s farm-raised deer program. 

The Department of Natural Resources also provides resources for CWD and monitors the state’s 

wild white-tailed deer for CWD. 

 

https://datcp.wi.gov/Pages/News_Media/20180308CWDPositiveWashingtonCounty.aspx
https://datcp.wi.gov/Pages/Programs_Services/ChronicWastingDisease.aspx
https://datcp.wi.gov/Pages/Programs_Services/FarmRaisedDeer.aspx
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/wildlifehabitat/regulations.html
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WIDATCP/bulletins/21bcd4f
https://datcp.wi.gov/Pages/Programs_Services/CWDTestingRqmts.aspx
https://datcp.wi.gov/Pages/Programs_Services/CWDTestingRqmts.aspx
https://datcp.wi.gov/Pages/Programs_Services/ChronicWastingDisease.aspx
https://datcp.wi.gov/Pages/Programs_Services/FarmRaisedDeer.aspx
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/wildlifehabitat/regulations.html
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Minnesota 

 

The following press release was issued by the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources on 

December 5, 2018 (http://news.dnr.state.mn.us/2018/12/05/wild-deer-identified-as-presumptive-

positive-for-cwd-outside-of-disease-management-zone-first-in-houston-county/): 

 

Wild deer identified as presumptive positive for CWD outside of disease management zone; 

first in Houston County 

 

A wild deer harvested in Houston County on Nov. 17 has been identified as presumptive positive 

for chronic wasting disease, the Department of Natural Resources said. Official confirmation will 

come later this week. The hunter has been notified and the DNR is making arrangements to pick 

up the meat and carcass.  

 

It is the first detection of the neurological disease in Houston County since testing began in 2002. 

 

If confirmed positive, the DNR will offer landowner shooting permits in the area around where 

the deer was harvested and continue to collect samples as opportunities arise through deer-

vehicle collisions or archery harvest. The DNR also will consider special hunts in January or 

February, depending on results from additional samples. 

 

“While disappointing, this discovery is not unexpected given the proximity of this deer permit 

area to areas where CWD has been found,” said Lou Cornicelli, wildlife research manager for 

the DNR. The buck was harvested 8.5 miles from a Winona County deer farm where a deer 

tested positive for CWD in 2017 and 9.5 miles from the Wisconsin border. CWD is established 

in wild deer in western Wisconsin and northern Iowa. 

 

Eleven other deer were harvested off of the same property, in deer permit area (DPA) 346, none 

of which tested positive for CWD. 

 

“We’ll work closely with the Minnesota Board of Animal Health on our detections, so they can 

define their endemic areas,” said Cornicelli. 

 

The Board of Animal Health regulates captive deer and elk in the state. The board creates 

endemic areas based on the location of wild detections of CWD. The purpose is to control and 

monitor farmed cervid herds in the area. 

 

The DNR responds to and manages CWD in wild deer, part of a cooperative effort to detect and 

contain the disease. 

 

Complete CWD test results from southeastern Minnesota are available on the DNR website at 

mndnr.gov/cwdcheck. Any additional deer harvested during current and upcoming 2018 deer 

seasons in the disease management zone that test positive for CWD will be reported on this 

CWD results web page. The DNR will directly notify any hunter who harvests a deer that tests 

positive. Complete information for hunters about CWD for current and upcoming hunting 

seasons is online at mndnr.gov/cwd. 

http://news.dnr.state.mn.us/2018/12/05/wild-deer-identified-as-presumptive-positive-for-cwd-outside-of-disease-management-zone-first-in-houston-county/
http://news.dnr.state.mn.us/2018/12/05/wild-deer-identified-as-presumptive-positive-for-cwd-outside-of-disease-management-zone-first-in-houston-county/
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgxMjA1Ljk4NjY0NTYxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MTIwNS45ODY2NDU2MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3NTcxMjM3JmVtYWlsaWQ9anVsaWUuZm9yc3RlckBzdGF0ZS5tbi51cyZ1c2VyaWQ9anVsaWUuZm9yc3RlckBzdGF0ZS5tbi51cyZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&100&&&http://www.mndnr.gov/cwdcheck?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgxMjA1Ljk4NjY0NTYxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MTIwNS45ODY2NDU2MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3NTcxMjM3JmVtYWlsaWQ9anVsaWUuZm9yc3RlckBzdGF0ZS5tbi51cyZ1c2VyaWQ9anVsaWUuZm9yc3RlckBzdGF0ZS5tbi51cyZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&101&&&http://www.mndnr.gov/cwd?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
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Find more background information about CWD in southeastern Minnesota in a 

Nov. 30 news release at go.usa.gov/xPtVn. 

 

The following press release was issued by the Minnesota Board of Animal Health on November 

9, 2018 (https://www.bah.state.mn.us/news_release/deer-farm-infected-with-cwd-in-2016-

identifies-additional-cases/): 

 

Deer farm infected with CWD in 2016 identifies additional cases 

 

Saint Paul, Minn - Chronic wasting disease was detected in four harvested samples from farmed 

deer at a quarantined farm in Crow Wing County. The farm has been under movement 

restrictions and monitored by the Board since December 2016 when two white-tailed deer tested 

positive for the disease. The Minnesota Board of Animal Health confirms recent samples were 

CWD positive in four deer. 

• 9-year-old female mule deer. 

• 1.5-year-old female white-tailed deer. 

• 2-year-old male white-tailed deer. 

• 2-year-old female mule deer. 

 

“We’ve been working with the herd owner for the past two years to monitor the deer and look for 

any new detections of the disease,” said Assistant Director Dr. Linda Glaser. “The biggest 

change following this new detection will be to extend our deadline to monitor the herd.” 

 

The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) is currently in the second year of sampling wild 

deer for CWD in Crow Wing County as a result of the farm’s earlier infection. 

 

This past Saturday and Sunday, the opening weekend of the firearms deer-hunting season, the 

DNR sampled hunter-killed deer in Crow Wing County and results are not yet available. No 

CWD has been found in wild deer since the DNR began its surveillance in Crow Wing County in 

2017. 

 

The DNR typically conducts three years of surveillance of wild deer in a specific area where 

CWD is found in a farmed deer. This newest discovery in farmed deer didn’t change how DNR 

conducted its recent sampling during opening weekend in Crow Wing County, said Lou 

Cornicelli, the DNR’s wildlife research manager. 

 

However, DNR staff will meet with Board of Animal Health staff to assess the risk factors 

associated with this latest discovery at the farm and determine whether a fourth year of 

surveillance of wild deer is necessary, Cornicelli said. 

 

“We appreciate all the cooperation hunters provided us during this past opening weekend with 

surveillance in Crow Wing County,” Cornicelli said. 

 

CWD is a disease affecting members of the deer and elk family caused by an abnormally shaped 

protein, a prion, which can cause damage to brain and nerve tissue. There is no danger to other 

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTgxMjA1Ljk4NjY0NTYxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE4MTIwNS45ODY2NDU2MSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3NTcxMjM3JmVtYWlsaWQ9anVsaWUuZm9yc3RlckBzdGF0ZS5tbi51cyZ1c2VyaWQ9anVsaWUuZm9yc3RlckBzdGF0ZS5tbi51cyZmbD0mZXh0cmE9TXVsdGl2YXJpYXRlSWQ9JiYm&&&102&&&http://go.usa.gov/xPtVn?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www.bah.state.mn.us/news_release/deer-farm-infected-with-cwd-in-2016-identifies-additional-cases/
https://www.bah.state.mn.us/news_release/deer-farm-infected-with-cwd-in-2016-identifies-additional-cases/
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animal species. The disease is most likely transmitted when infected deer and elk shed prions in 

saliva, feces, urine and other fluids or tissues. The disease is always fatal, and there are no 

known treatments or vaccines. The Board advises testing all Cervidae for the disease. 

Consuming infected meat is not advised. 

 

Mississippi 

 

The following press release was issued by the Mississippi Department of Wildlife, Fisheries, & 

Parks on December 6, 2018 (https://www.mdwfp.com/media/news/wildlife-hunting/chronic-

wasting-disease-suspected-in-marshall-county-mississippi-white-tailed-deer/): 

 

Chronic Wasting Disease Suspected in Marshall County Mississippi White-tailed Deer 

 

JACKSON – A free-range, 1.5 year-old male white-tailed deer collected on November 23, 2018 

in Marshall County has tested positive for Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) from initial 

testing.  This is the first animal to test positive for the disease in Marshall County.  A sample will 

be sent to the National Veterinary Services Laboratory in Iowa for an additional, definitive test.  

 

MDWFP encourages hunters to assist with CWD monitoring efforts by voluntarily submitting 

samples for testing.  A list of CWD sample collection locations can be found on 

www.mdwfp.com/cwd. 

 

For more information regarding CWD in Mississippi, visit our website at www.mdwfp.com/cwd 

or call us at (601) 432-2199. Follow us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/mdwfp or on Twitter 

at www.twitter.com/MDWFPonline 

 

Missouri 

 

The following press release was issued by the Missouri Department of Conservation on 

November 30, 2018 (https://mdc.mo.gov/newsroom/mdc-finds-first-case-cwd-southwest-

missouri): 

 

MDC finds first case of CWD in southwest Missouri 

 

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. – The Missouri Department of Conservation (MDC) reports that a 

young buck harvested in Stone County in early November has tested positive for the deadly deer 

disease -- chronic wasting disease (CWD). According to MDC, this is the first detection of CWD 

in Stone County and the first detection in the far southwest region of the state. 

 

The yearling white-tailed buck was harvested on private land the opening weekend of the 

November firearms deer season near Reeds Spring, approximately 15 miles from the Arkansas 

border. MDC staff have notified the hunter and landowner of the CWD confirmation. More than 

400 cases of CWD have been found in deer and elk in northwest Arkansas since early 2016. 

 

The positive test result is from one of more than 20,000 tissue samples collected by MDC from 

hunter-harvested deer during its mandatory CWD sampling efforts in 31 counties the opening 

https://www.mdwfp.com/media/news/wildlife-hunting/chronic-wasting-disease-suspected-in-marshall-county-mississippi-white-tailed-deer/
https://www.mdwfp.com/media/news/wildlife-hunting/chronic-wasting-disease-suspected-in-marshall-county-mississippi-white-tailed-deer/
https://www.mdwfp.com/wildlife-hunting/chronic-wasting-disease/sample-collection/
http://www.mdwfp.com/cwd
https://www.facebook.com/mdwfp
https://www.twitter.com/MDWFPonline
https://mdc.mo.gov/newsroom/mdc-finds-first-case-cwd-southwest-missouri
https://mdc.mo.gov/newsroom/mdc-finds-first-case-cwd-southwest-missouri
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weekend of the fall firearms season, Nov. 10 and 11. MDC reports that testing of the samples 

continues with more than 60 percent of sample test results already reported to hunters. Hunters 

can get free test results for harvested deer they submitted for CWD sampling at 

mdc6.mdc.mo.gov/applications/cwdResults/ 

 

MDC also reports 10 other deer have tested positive for CWD this season with 1 from Adair 

County, 4 from Franklin County, 1 from Jefferson County, 3 from Macon County, and 1 from 

Oregon County. The 11 new positives for the season bring the total cases of CWD in Missouri to 

86. For more information on CWD cases found this season and in past years, visit 

mdc.mo.gov/cwd under “CWD in Missouri.”  

 

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), there have been no known 

cases of CWD infecting people. In areas with CWD, the CDC recommends hunters strongly 

consider having their harvested deer tested for CWD before eating the meat. The CDC also 

recommends not consuming an animal that tests positive for the disease. 

 

MDC continues to offer voluntary CWD sampling and testing of harvested deer statewide 

through the remainder of the deer hunting season at MDC regional offices and at participating 

taxidermists and meat processors. The season continues with archery hunting through Jan. 15, 

the antlerless portion through Dec. 2, and the alternative methods portion from Dec. 22 through 

Jan. 1. Learn more at mdc.mo.gov/cwd under “Voluntary CWD Sampling All Season.” 

 

Michigan 

 

The following press release was issued by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources on 

November 28, 2018 ( https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-350-79137_79770_79780-

484117--,00.html): 

 

Suspected CWD-positive deer identified in Gratiot and Eaton counties 

 

Hunters encouraged to check deer in counties where state is actively monitoring for CWD, 

particularly Gratiot, Isabella, Jackson and Kent 

 

Two new counties likely will be added to the list of Michigan counties where chronic wasting 

disease has been found. CWD is a fatal neurological disease that affects white-tailed deer, mule 

deer, elk and moose. 

 

A 4-year-old hunter-harvested buck in Pine River Township (Gratiot County) and a 2-year-old 

hunter-harvested buck in Carmel Township (Eaton County) are suspected positive for the 

disease. The samples were sent to the National Veterinary Services Laboratory in Ames, Iowa, 

for confirmation, which is expected next week. 

 

Chronic wasting disease currently has been confirmed in Clinton, Dickinson, Ingham, Ionia, 

Jackson, Kent and Montcalm counties. 

 

https://mdc6.mdc.mo.gov/applications/cwdResults/
http://www.mdc.mo.gov/cwd
http://www.mdc.mo.gov/cwd
https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-350-79137_79770_79780-484117--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,4570,7-350-79137_79770_79780-484117--,00.html
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As of Saturday, the Department of Natural Resources has tested more than 16,000 deer in 2018, 

with 20 of those confirmed positive for CWD. There are an additional 18 animals suspected 

positive from townships in Clinton, Kent and Montcalm counties. Additional animals are being 

tested daily. 

 

“I continue to be impressed with hunters’ commitment to the health of Michigan’s deer, and 

want to stress again how much the actions of all hunters matter,” said Chad Stewart, DNR deer 

and elk specialist. “It is only through hunter assistance that we have found CWD in new areas. 

 

“The DNR sets surveillance goals – shown as a number of deer tested in a particular area – to 

help us detect the presence of the disease at a certain level,” Stewart said. “It’s critical that we 

meet these goals to increase our understanding of the distribution of chronic wasting disease in 

Michigan, so we strongly encourage hunters in these areas to get their deer checked.” 

 

Despite strong participation from hunters throughout the CWD surveillance and management 

areas, there are several counties – particularly Gratiot, Isabella, Jackson and Kent – where testing 

is well below the goal. 

 

To continue the fight against CWD, Stewart reminds hunters to keep hunting throughout the 

December deer seasons, check their deer, dispose of leftover parts in the trash, and, if possible, 

take additional does in the Lower Peninsula’s CWD areas. 

 

Deer check stations and drop boxes will continue to be open throughout the remaining hunting 

seasons into early January, while the DNR Wildlife Disease Laboratory and partner Michigan 

State University Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory will continue processing and testing deer for 

another six weeks or more as hunting seasons continue. For check station locations and hours, 

visit michigan.gov/deercheck. 

 

Updated testing results, including the goal per county, are available at michigan.gov/cwd in the 

Check Stations, Testing and Results section.  

 

To date, there have been no reported cases of CWD infection in people. However, as a 

precaution, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention recommend that infected 

animals not be consumed as food by either humans or domestic animals. 

 

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources is committed to the conservation, protection, 

management, use and enjoyment of the state’s natural and cultural resources for current and 

future generations. For more information, go to michigan.gov/dnr. 

 

Wyoming 

 

The following press release was issued by the Wyoming Game & Fish Department on November 

21, 2018 (https://wgfd.wyo.gov/News/Chronic-wasting-disease-detected-in-Grand-Teton-Na): 

 

Chronic wasting disease detected in Grand Teton National Park 

 

https://www.michigan.gov/deercheck
https://www.michigan.gov/cwd
https://www.michigan.gov/dnr
https://wgfd.wyo.gov/News/Chronic-wasting-disease-detected-in-Grand-Teton-Na
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The Wyoming Game and Fish Department’s Wildlife Health Laboratory has confirmed that an 

adult buck mule deer from Grand Teton National Park has tested positive for chronic wasting 

disease. 

 

Jackson - The Wyoming Game and Fish Department’s Wildlife Health Laboratory has confirmed 

that an adult buck mule deer from Grand Teton National Park has tested positive for chronic 

wasting disease (CWD). The deer had been struck by a vehicle and tissue samples were collected 

by National Park Service personnel and submitted for testing. 

 

Wildlife managers say that while this raises concern, the positive test result does not come as a 

surprise based on recent positive results for mule deer in Star Valley and Pinedale in 2017. 

Recent migration research has shown that some mule deer that summer in Grand Teton National 

Park spend winters to the east near Dubois and Cody, which have both had deer that have tested 

positive for CWD in recent years. 

 

The Wyoming Game and Fish Department and Grand Teton National Park are concerned about 

CWD and how it may affect the future of Wyoming’s deer.  The disease is fatal to deer, elk, and 

moose. State, federal and other agencies within the Jackson and Greater Yellowstone area are 

continuing to coordinate on efforts to address CWD. 

 

Intensive surveillance in the park has been ongoing since 2009. This has included sampling and 

testing, through a partnership with Wyoming Game and Fish Department, of deer, elk and moose 

found dead in the park and elk harvested through the elk reduction program. 

 

In 2017, Wyoming Game and Fish personnel tested 3,882 samples throughout the state for 

CWD, a significant increase from past years, and they continue to consider new 

recommendations for trying to manage the disease.  

 

Wyoming Game and Fish has also conducted surveillance for CWD in elk in northwest 

Wyoming for more than two decades. Over the last two years Game and Fish has increased 

surveillance for CWD at the elk feedgrounds with additional personnel. To date, no elk that visit 

winter feedgrounds have tested positive for the disease. However, with the discovery of CWD in 

Star Valley and Pinedale, Game and Fish officials believe CWD is likely to arrive in elk at 

feedgrounds at some point in the future. 

Although chronic wasting disease has not been shown to be transmissible to humans, Game and 

Fish follows the human health recommendation of the Centers for Disease Control, which states 

that hunters should not consume any animal that is obviously ill or tests positive for CWD.   

 

To ensure that hunters and the public are informed about CWD, Game and Fish announces when 

CWD is found in a new hunt area.  A map of CWD endemic areas is available on the Game and 

Fish website. 

 

Please visit the Game and Fish website for more information on chronic wasting disease 

transmission and regulations on transportation and disposal of carcasses. 

 

https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Wildlife-in-Wyoming/More-Wildlife/Wildlife-Disease/CWD-in-Wyoming-Wildlife/CWD-Map
https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Wildlife-in-Wyoming/More-Wildlife/Wildlife-Disease/Chronic-Wasting-Disease
https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Wildlife-in-Wyoming/More-Wildlife/Wildlife-Disease/Chronic-Wasting-Disease
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The following press release was issued by the Wyoming Game & Fish Department on November 

14, 2018 (https://wgfd.wyo.gov/News/CWD-found-in-a-new-deer-hunt-area-near-Sundance): 

 

CWD found in a new deer hunt area near Sundance 

 

Game and Fish continues to notify hunters of new areas where CWD is found 

 

Cheyenne - The Wyoming Game and Fish Department confirmed a buck mule deer has tested 

positive for chronic wasting disease (CWD) in Deer Hunt Area 5. The deer was harvested south 

of Sundance. CWD has previously been documented in neighboring deer hunt areas and an 

overlapping elk hunt area.  

 

The Wyoming Game and Fish Department is concerned about CWD and how it may affect the 

future of Wyoming’s deer. The disease is fatal to deer, elk, and moose. Recent research in 

Wyoming shows that it poses a threat to deer populations in areas with a high prevalence of the 

disease. To ensure that hunters are informed, Game and Fish announces when CWD is found in a 

new hunt area. 

 

A map of CWD endemic areas is available on the Game and Fish website. 

 

Last year, Game and Fish personnel tested 3,882 CWD samples throughout the state, a 

significant increase from past years, and continue to consider new recommendations for trying to 

manage the disease. Although chronic wasting disease has not been shown to be transmissible to 

humans, Game and Fish follows the human health recommendation of the Centers for Disease 

Control, which states that hunters should not consume any animal that is obviously ill or tests 

positive for CWD. 

 

Please visit the Game and Fish website for more information on chronic wasting disease 

transmission and regulations on transportation and disposal of carcasses. 

 

Pennsylvania 

 

The following press release was issued by the Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture on 

November 7, 2018 (https://www.media.pa.gov/Pages/Agriculture_details.aspx?newsid=746): 

 

Thirty-Eight Deer Test Positive for Chronic Wasting Disease on Fulton and Bedford 

County Deer Farms 

 

Harrisburg, PA - The Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture today announced that 36 captive 

deer from a quarantined breeding farm and hunting preserve in Fulton County have tested 

positive for Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD). Two additional deer from a quarantined Bedford 

County hunting preserve also tested positive. Both farms will remain under quarantine for five 

years from the date the positive tests were confirmed. 

 

The 36 white-tailed deer were from a herd euthanized on September 24, 2018 after the Fulton 

County farm applied for and received federal indemnity for their losses. None of the deer tested 

https://wgfd.wyo.gov/News/CWD-found-in-a-new-deer-hunt-area-near-Sundance
https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Wildlife-in-Wyoming/More-Wildlife/Wildlife-Disease/CWD-in-Wyoming-Wildlife/CWD-Map
https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Wildlife-in-Wyoming/More-Wildlife/Wildlife-Disease/Chronic-Wasting-Disease
https://wgfd.wyo.gov/Wildlife-in-Wyoming/More-Wildlife/Wildlife-Disease/Chronic-Wasting-Disease
https://www.media.pa.gov/Pages/Agriculture_details.aspx?newsid=746
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showed signs of CWD prior to their deaths. 

 

The department’s Pennsylvania Veterinary Laboratory in Harrisburg tested the deer, as required 

by the department’s CWD program. Positive test results were confirmed at the National 

Veterinary Services Laboratories in Ames, Iowa. 

 

CWD attacks the brain of infected deer, elk and moose, producing small lesions that eventually 

result in death. Animals can get the disease through direct contact with saliva, feces and urine 

from an infected animal or contaminated environment. According to the Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention, there have been no reported cases of CWD infection in people. 

 

Clinical signs include weight loss, excessive salivation, increased drinking and urination, and 

abnormal behavior like stumbling, trembling, and depression. Infected deer and elk may also 

allow unusually close approach by humans or natural predators. The disease is fatal and there is 

no known treatment or vaccine. 

 

The infectious agent, known as a prion, tends to concentrate in the brain, spinal column, eyes, 

spleen, and lymph nodes. To prevent disease spread, these high-risk parts must be properly 

handled and disposed of where the animal is killed. Parts such as deboned meat, clean skull caps 

and capes present little risk and may be taken home. 

 

The Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture coordinates a mandatory surveillance program for 

the disease for 896 breeding farms, hobby farms and hunting preserves across the state. Since 

1998, accredited veterinarians and certified CWD technicians have tested more than 35,000 

captive deer in Pennsylvania. The Pennsylvania Game Commission collects samples from 

hunter-harvested deer, and elk and wild deer that appear sick or behave abnormally. 

 

Find more information about Pennsylvania’s captive deer CWD programs, and the department’s 

broader efforts to safeguard animal health, at agriculture.pa.gov. 

 

Quebec 

 

The following press release was issued by the Ministère des Forêts, de la Faune et des Parcs 

(MFFP) on September 21, 2018 (https://mffp.gouv.qc.ca/chronic-wasting-disease-cwd-

emergency-interventions-quebec-wildlife-officers-2018-09-21/?lang=en): 

 

Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) – Emergency interventions by Québec’s wildlife officers 

 

Québec City, September 21, 2018 – Chronic wasting disease (CWD) has been detected on a farm 

in the Laurentians, and the possibility that it may spread now means that it is imperative to 

determine whether or not the disease is present in the wild deer population. Therefore, for 

reasons of public health and safety, the Ministère des Forêts, de la Faune et des Parcs (MFFP) 

has been forced to prohibit hunting and trapping over a limited section of hunting zones 9 west 

and 10 east, from September 21, 2018 to November 18, 2018. 

 

http://www.agriculture.pa.gov/Animals/AHDServices/diseases/Chronic%20Wasting%20Disease%20Program/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.agriculture.pa.gov/
https://mffp.gouv.qc.ca/chronic-wasting-disease-cwd-emergency-interventions-quebec-wildlife-officers-2018-09-21/?lang=en
https://mffp.gouv.qc.ca/chronic-wasting-disease-cwd-emergency-interventions-quebec-wildlife-officers-2018-09-21/?lang=en
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Intensive, coordinated interventions will be carried out by Québec’s wildlife protection officers, 

in partnership with specialist teams with experience of similar situations. The interventions will 

be adapted by our teams from the best practices used in New York State, the only jurisdiction 

that has managed to eradicate the disease in North America. A significant number of samples 

must also be collected by our officers in order to obtain conclusive results. Accordingly, the 

interventions will include the identification, sampling and killing of white-tailed deer. 

 

The controlled intervention zone within which the ban on hunting and trapping applies accounts 

for less than 5% of the total area of the zones concerned. Hunting enthusiasts may therefore still 

hunt in the areas where the ban does not apply. A map is available on the MFFP website and at 

the offices of the municipalities concerned. The wildlife officers also ask other users of the area 

to limit their activities in the controlled intervention zone. 

 

Animals killed by hunters in an increased surveillance area (see the list of municipalities 

concerned) will be tested systematically. Field officers and the MFFP will collect and analyze 

samples free of charge, and the hunters will be told whether or not the animals they have killed 

are carriers of the disease. CWD is not considered to be transmissible to humans, but 

consumption or use of flesh or tissue from infected animals is not recommended. 

 

Licence refunds 

The MFFP will make it possible for the cost of licences to be refunded on certain conditions. 

Hunters and trappers affected by the ban who wish to cancel or obtain a refund for their licences 

are invited to contact the MFFP by e-mail at info.dalp@mffp.gouv.qc.ca. 

 

The MFFP’s officers ask the general public and hunters to consult its website regularly, in order 

to obtain the latest information. It also invites them to contact SOS Poaching 

(1-800-463-2191) to report hunting within the prohibited areas and cervids that exhibit potential 

signs of the disease. 

 

Important information: 

• CWD is a progressive, degenerative, fatal disease of the nervous system. It affects 

cervids, including white-tailed deer and moose, which are the main species hunted in 

Québec. 

• When an animal is killed within a radius of 45 km from the site at which a case of CWD 

has been confirmed, transportation of certain body parts is limited. Please see the MFFP 

website for further details. 

• Québec is actively involved in the fight against CWD. In 2007, it set up a surveillance 

and analysis network for wild cervids, with the collaboration of butchers in several 

regions of Québec, with a view to detecting the disease. None of the 9,500 cervids tested 

to date has been contaminated. 

 

Related links: 

• Information sheet on chronic wasting disease 

 

https://mffp.gouv.qc.ca/the-wildlife/chronic-wasting-disease-cervids/?lang=en
mailto:info.dalp@mffp.gouv.qc.ca
https://mffp.gouv.qc.ca/the-wildlife/chronic-wasting-disease-cervids/?lang=en
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The following press release was issued by the Ministère des Forêts, de la Faune et des Parcs 

(MFFP) on September 14, 2018 (https://mffp.gouv.qc.ca/chronic-wasting-disease-of-cervids-

first-case-quebec-2018-09-14/?lang=en): 

 

Chronic wasting disease of cervids – First case detected in Quebec 

 

Quebec City, September 14, 2018 –  Following the discovery of a case of chronic wasting 

disease (CWD) in a farm-raised deer in the Laurentides region, Ministère des Forêts, de la Faune 

et des Parcs (MFFP) has announced that it will implement measures to protect wildlife, calling 

on hunters to cooperate in the effort. 

 

Although the disease was discovered on a farm, the risks to wildlife are significant. Preventive 

actions based on best practices that have proven successful in similar situations are currently 

being implemented. These best practices call for targeted steps to be taken to eradicate the 

disease. In the interests of safety, the Ministry is considering a hunting ban near the site on 

portions of hunting zones 9 West and 10 East. 

 

Current regulations prohibit the movement of deer in captivity within 100 km of a site where the 

presence of CWD has been detected. When an animal is harvested in hunting zones in the 

vicinity of the affected site, the transport of certain anatomical parts outside that zone is also 

prohibited. 

 

CWD is a progressive and fatal degenerative disease of the nervous system of cervids (members 

of the deer family), including white-tailed deer and moose, the main species hunted in Quebec. 

CWD is not considered transmissible to humans, but consumption or use of tissue from an 

infected animal is not recommended. 

 

Quebec is actively involved in fighting this disease. Since 2007 MFFP has worked with butcher 

shops in a number of regions of Quebec to monitor and test cervids in the wild to detect the 

disease. None of the 9,500 animals tested so far has been found to be contaminated. 

 

The Ministry asks that the public and hunters consult the MFFP website for the latest 

information. They are also asked to contact SOS Braconnage to report any sightings of animals 

showing signs associated with the disease. 

 

Related links: 

• Chronic wasting disease of cervids – Fact sheet 

 

Recent Publications 

 

Novel Type of Chronic Wasting Disease Detected in Moose (Alces alces), Norway 

 

Laura Pirisinu, Linh Tran, Barbara Chiappini, Ilaria Vanni, Michele A. Di Bari, Gabriele 

Vaccari, Turid Vikøren, Knut Ivar Madslien, Jørn Våge, Terry Spraker, Gordon Mitchell, Aru 

Balachandran, Thierry Baron, Cristina Casalone, Christer M. Rolandsen, Knut H. Røed, Umberto 

Agrimi, Romolo Nonno, and Sylvie L. Benestad 

https://mffp.gouv.qc.ca/chronic-wasting-disease-of-cervids-first-case-quebec-2018-09-14/?lang=en
https://mffp.gouv.qc.ca/chronic-wasting-disease-of-cervids-first-case-quebec-2018-09-14/?lang=en
https://mffp.gouv.qc.ca/chronic-wasting-disease-cervids/fact-sheet-cwd/?lang=en
https://mffp.gouv.qc.ca/chronic-wasting-disease-cervids/fact-sheet-cwd/?lang=en
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Emerg Infect Dis. 2018;24(12):2210-2218. https://dx.doi.org/10.3201/eid2412.180702 

 

Abstract: 

 

Chronic wasting disease (CWD) persists in cervid populations of North America and in 2016 

was detected for the first time in Europe in a wild reindeer in Norway. We report the detection of 

CWD in 3 moose (Alces alces) in Norway, identified through a large scale surveillance program. 

The cases occurred in 13–14-year-old female moose, and we detected an abnormal form of prion 

protein (PrPSc) in the brain but not in lymphoid tissues. Immunohistochemistry revealed that the 

moose shared the same neuropathologic phenotype, characterized by mostly intraneuronal 

deposition of PrPSc. This pattern differed from that observed in reindeer and has not been 

previously reported in CWD-infected cervids. Moreover, Western blot revealed a PrPSc type 

distinguishable from previous CWD cases and from known ruminant prion diseases in Europe, 

with the possible exception of sheep CH1641. These findings suggest that these cases in moose 

represent a novel type of CWD. 

https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/24/12/18-0702_article 

 

Accelerated onset of chronic wasting disease in elk (Cervus canadensis) vaccinated with a 

PrPSc-specific vaccine and housed in a prion contaminated environment 

 

Mary E. Wood, Philip Griebel, Matthew L. Huizenga, Samuel Lockwood, Cole Hansen, Andrew 

Potter, Neil Cashman, John W. Mapletoft, Scott Napper 

Vaccine. Volume 36, Issue 50, 29 November 2018, Pages 7737-7743. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.vaccine.2018.10.057 

 

Abstract: 

 

Chronic wasting disease (CWD) is a fatal prion disease affecting multiple cervid species. 

Effective management tools for this disease, particularly in free-ranging populations, are 

currently limited. We evaluated a novel CWD vaccine in elk (Cervus canadensis) naturally 

exposed to CWD through a prion-contaminated environment. The vaccine targets a YYR 

disease-specific epitope to induce antibody responses specific to the misfolded (PrPSc) 

conformation. Female elk calves (n = 41) were captured from western Wyoming and transported 

to the Thorne-Williams Wildlife Research Center where CWD has been documented since 1979. 

Elk were held in contaminated pens for 14 to 20 days before being alternately assigned to either a 

vaccine (n = 21) or control group (n = 20). Vaccinated animals initially received two vaccinations 

approximately 42 days apart and annual vaccinations thereafter. Vaccination induced elevated 

YYR-specific antibody titers in all animals. Elk were genotyped for the prion protein gene at 

codon 132, monitored for clinical signs of CWD through daily observation, for disease status 

through periodic biopsy of rectoanal mucosa-associated lympoid tissue (RAMALT), and 

monitored for YYR-specific serum antibody titres. Mean survival of vaccinated elk with the 

132MM genotype (n = 15) was significantly shorter (800 days) than unvaccinated elk (n = 13) of 

the same genotype (1062 days; p = 0.003). Mean days until positive RAMALT biopsy for 

132MM vaccinated elk (6 7 8) were significantly shorter than unvaccinated 132MM elk (990; 

p = 0.012). There was, however, no significant difference in survival between vaccinated (n = 4) 

and control (n = 5) elk with the 132ML genotype (p = 0.35) or in timing of positive RAMALT 

https://dx.doi.org/10.3201/eid2412.180702
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/24/12/18-0702_article
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.vaccine.2018.10.057
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biopsies of 132ML elk (p = 0.66). There was no strong (p = 0.17) correlation between YYR-

specific antibody titers and survival time. Determining the mechanism by which this vaccine 

accelerates onset of CWD will be important to direct further CWD vaccine research. 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0264410X18314257?via%3Dihub 

 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0264410X18314257?via%3Dihub

