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RECOMMENDATIONS

ON ORPHANED DEER PLACEMENT DURING CWD CONTROL EFFORTS

Nuisance or rescued deer are captured every year by the public or DNR staff and translocated to licensed deer farms or rehabilitators.  The identification of Chronic Wasting Disease in deer in southwestern Wisconsin requires appropriate restrictions and guidance for deer placement and rehabilitation to prevent further spread of the disease.

RECOMMENDATIONS ON DEER REHABILITATION

Based on a 2001 survey of Wisconsin’s permitted wildlife rehabilitators, there are 74 rehabilitators statewide and 17 in Dane, Iowa, Richland, Rock, and Sauk Counties who work with deer.    Their work includes both care of sick or injured adult deer and rearing of “orphaned” fawns.  Appropriate restrictions and guidance for deer rehabilitation are needed to prevent further spread of the disease and educate rehabilitators on health and safety concerns associated with CWD.   Restrictions can be implemented through a letter to permitted rehabilitators from the DNR Wildlife Health Team in coordination with DNR Biologists/Wardens  who currently oversee the permitting system in each region.  These restrictions and guidance should be mailed to all permitted rehabilitators in the state and published in the Wisconsin Wildlife Rehabilitators Association newsletter.

Recommendation for the CWD Affected Area

· No deer from Dane, Iowa, Richland, Rock, or Sauk Counties will be rehabilitated.

· Both injured/sick adults and fawns from this region should be humanely euthanized.  All deer including fawns should be tested for CWD.

· Healthy deer “rescued” in Dane, Iowa, or Sauk Counties must be euthanized and if over 18months of age or from the core CWD affected area, they should be tested for CWD.

· Disposal of these deer carcasses should be in a managed landfill or by incineration.

Recommendations for the Rest of the State

· Rehabilitated deer should only be released within the County, and preferably in the immediate area, where they were found.  Released deer should be identified with a tatoo on the inside of the left ear.
· Deer from the rest of the state cannot be transferred to Dane, Iowa, Richland, Rock, or Sauk Counties for rehabilitation.
· Any sick deer over 18 months of age exhibiting signs fitting a CWD profile, should be euthanized and submitted to the DNR for CWD testing.
· If temporary holding is necessary, a sick deer fitting a CWD profile should not have contact with any other deer or be held in a facility or crate in which other deer will be held.
BAN ON ORPHANED WILD DEER PLACEMENT AT DEER FARMS

DATCP has in place an emergency order and a pending permanent rule that restricts the movement of cervids between any deer farms unless they are entered into a CWD monitoring program.  Placement of fawns into captive herds defeats the purpose of having a monitoring program and will cause the farm to be in violation of the CWD rule and require the farm to be placed under quarantine.

Recommendations Statewide

· Orphaned deer will not be sold or given to WI licensed deer farmers.

· Orphaned deer not placed with rehabilitators or submitted for CWD testing as outlined above will be euthanized.

